
COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR COPELAND

Minutes of amMeeting of the County Council Local Committee for Copeland held on 
Tuesday, 15 May 2018 at Cleator Moor Civic Hall and Masonic Centre at 10.15 am

PRESENT:

Mr K Hitchen (Chair)

Mr MS Barbour
Mr AWC Lamb
Mr FI Morgan
Mr GRPM Roberts
Mr DE Southward

Mr CP Turner
Mr CJ Whiteside
Mrs EL Williamson
Mr D Wilson (Vice-Chair)

Also in Attendance:-

Mr K Cosgrove - Highways Network Manager (Copeland)
Mrs J Currie - Senior Democratic Services Officer
Ms G Elliott - Area Manager - Copeland
Mrs S Davis-Johnston - Traffic Management Team Leader (West)

PART 1 – ITEMS CONSIDERED IN THE 
PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS

1 ELECTION OF CHAIR

RESOLVED that, Mr K Hitchen be elected as Chair of Copeland Local Committee 
for the forthcoming year.

2 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR

RESOLVED that, Mr D Wilson be elected as Vice Chair of Copeland Local 
Committee for the forthcoming year.

3 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mr M Hawkins and Mr A Wonnacott.



4 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Mr GRPM Roberts declared a non pecuniary interest under the Members’ Code of 
Conduct in Agenda Item No 10 – Area Manager’s Report Copeland in relation to any 
discussions about the libraries, as  he is a member of Whitehaven Town Council. 

Mr D Wilson declared a non pecuniary interest under the Members’ Code of 
Conduct in Agenda Item No 10 – Area Manager’s Report Copeland in relation to any 
discussions about the libraries, as he is a member of Millom Town Council.

He also declared a non pecuniary interest under the Members’ Code of Conduct in 
Agenda Item No 10 – Area Manager’s Report Copeland in relation to any 
discussions about Millom Swimming Pool, as he is a governor of Millom School.

5 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED that, the press and public be not excluded during consideration of 
any item on the agenda.

6 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no questions, petitions or statements made on this occasion.

7 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

RESOLVED that, the minutes of the previous meeting held on 27 March 2018 be 
agreed as a true and accurate record, and signed by the Chair.

8 2018/19 LOCAL COMMITTEE DEVOLVED BUDGET - HIGHWAYS

Members considered a report from the Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which presented the Highways Devolved Budget Finance report 
combined with an update on the Highways Programme, detail of which is contained 
within the attached appendices.

The Highway Network Manager reported that at this stage of the financial year the 
Devolved Highway Revenue budget and the devolved Highways Capital budget 
were both projecting balanced budgets.

The Local Member for Egremont North and St Bees was aware that to enable any 
traffic calming measures to be implemented at Moor Row would need developer 
contributions through a Section 106 Agreement.  He asked officers to ensure that a 
public consultation exercise was carried out once the agreement was in place.



Members were aware that the issues on Low Road had still not been resolved and 
had been ongoing for a long time.  They asked if this could be added to the agenda 
for a future meeting of the Copeland Highways Working Group for discussion.  This 
was AGREED.

The Local Member for Millom asked for an update on the review of Millom Traffic 
Regulation Order.  He would be attending a meeting of Millom Town Council 
tomorrow and wanted to update them on progress.  The Traffic Management Team 
Leader AGREED to provide an update.
  
The Local Member for Cleator Moor East and Frizington asked for an update on the 
Copeland Speed Limit review.  The Traffic Management Team Leader AGREED to 
provide an update.
 
RESOLVED that,

(1) Local Committee note the revenue and capital budget allocations for 
2017-18 and the commitments and expenditure recorded in Appendices 1 
& 2;

(2) Local Committee note the Highways Devolved Revenue budget, attached 
as Appendix 1, is currently projecting a balanced budget at this stage;

(3) Members note the Highways Devolved Capital Budget, attached as 
Appendix 2, is currently projecting a balanced budget at this stage.

9 COPELAND HIGHWAYS WORKING GROUP - 11 APRIL 2018

The Local Committee considered a report from the Executive Director – Corporate, 
Customer and Community Services, which gave details of the outcome of the 
meeting of the Highways Working Group (HWG) held on 11 April 2018 and 
presented the HWG recommendations to the Local Committee for approval.

(1) Minutes

One of the members queried whether the heading for Minute No 125 Highway 
Network Manager’s – Rothersyke and Haverigg was correct. The Highway Network 
Manager confirmed this should read ‘Rothersyke and Homewood Road’. Democratic 
Services to update the Highways Working Group minutes to reflect this.

RESOLVED that, Copeland Local Committee note the minutes of the Highways 
Working Group meeting held on 11 April 2018 and the recommendations contained 
within these.

(2) Traffic Concerns – Beckermet

The Traffic Management Team Leader took members through the report which had 
been presented to the Highways Working Group, and highlighted the following:-



 Although the officers’ recommendation contained within this report was not to 
introduce the proposed ETRO, the evidence suggested that there was a 
significant amount of traffic using the village of Beckermet as a through route, 
justifying the potential need for improvements. 

 Ultimately, the inadequacy of the A595 during peak periods was having a 
negative effect on local communities and the increased use of County 
Council’s network, in turn putting a further demand on local devolved 
maintenance budgets.

 Alternative measures to be investigated included:-

 Prohibition of Motor Vehicles (except for Access) restrictions;
 Robust traffic calming measures, i.e. speed humps or cushions;
 Pedestrian improvements;
 Prevent access via one route;
 Liaise with Sellafield to reduce commuting traffic;
 Liaise with Highways England to achieve improvements to the A595

The Local Member for Egremont said that commuter traffic had built up over the 
years in this location, and it had been thought that improvements to the A595 from 
developer contributions associated with the Nuclear New Build Project would help to 
resolve this.  However, with plans for a nuclear new build being put on hold, it 
seemed unlikely this funding would come forward.  He felt that the experimental 
traffic regulation should have been implemented and then reviewed after 6 months 
to assess the affect of this on traffic flows.

All members agreed that action needed to be taken to improve the inadequacy of 
the A595.
   
RESOLVED that, 

(1) Local Committee agree NOT to proceed with the introduction of an 
Experimental Traffic Regulation Order (ETRO), the effect of which would 
be to;

a) Prohibit any vehicle, other than buses and pedal cycles, which is 
proceeding along the B5345 in southerly or south-easterly direction, 
from entering the C4014 Morass Road, Beckermet; and

b) Prohibit any vehicle, other than buses and pedal cycles, proceeding in 
a south-westerly direction along the C4013 Nursery Road, Beckermet, 
from continuing in that direction beyond a point 295m south-west of its 
junction with the A595.

(2) That members agree that alternative measures to reduce the volume of 
traffic passing through Beckermet be investigated.



(3) Strategic Highway Network Review – Copeland

The purpose of the review was to determine traffic behaviour in the area whilst 
investigating complaints of “rat running” traffic throughout villages adjacent to the 
A595.

Members noted that a total of 68 traffic counts were arranged at various points 
throughout Copeland and were placed on site between January and March 2018, 
and that a summary of the data collected at each site had been collated.

This data showed that the busiest route maintained by Cumbria County Council was 
the B5295 Keekle Terrace, Cleator Moor.  

The data had also highlighted some unexpected traffic flows on a variety of largely 
sensitive routes, including;

 B5345 Rothersyke to Whitehaven 
 C4003 Keekle to Moor Row
 C4004 Ennerdale Bridge / Kirkland
 C4004 Cold Fell

RESOLVED that Local Committee agree that further detailed investigation is carried 
out at agreed sensitive locations at B5295 Keekle Terrace, Cleator Moor; B5345 
Rothersyke to Whitehaven; C4003 Keekle to Moor Row; C4004 Ennerdale 
Bridge/Kirkland; and, C4004 Cold Fell.

10 AREA MANAGER REPORT COPELAND

Mr GRPM Roberts declared a non pecuniary interest under the Members’ Code of 
Conduct in Agenda Item No 10 – Area Manager’s Report Copeland in relation to any 
discussions about the libraries, as  he is a member of Whitehaven Town Council. 

Mr D Wilson declared a non pecuniary interest under the Members’ Code of 
Conduct in Agenda Item No 10 – Area Manager’s Report Copeland in relation to any 
discussions about the libraries, as he is a member of Millom Town Council.

He also declared a non pecuniary interest under the Members’ Code of Conduct in 
Agenda Item No 10 – Area Manager’s Report Copeland in relation to any 
discussions about Millom Swimming Pool, as he is a governor of Millom School.

Members had before them a report from the Executive Director – Corporate, 
Customer and Community Services which brought together information from across 
the Community teams including Community Development, Libraries, Archives, 
Public Health and Waste Prevention. This report provided Local Committee with an 
update on the work of each area, identified activity against priorities, highlights 
current issues and provides an overview of the budget position. 



Strategic Grants Panel

At an interim Grants Panel meeting held on Thursday 12 April 2018 members 
recommended that an allocation of £9,500 be granted to Howgill Family Centre, to 
part fund a Volunteer and Participation Coordinator who would help parents and 
carers to find employment and volunteering opportunities, also training Home 
Learning volunteers. This was AGREED.

Children and Young People’s Partnership

At the first meeting of the Children and Young People’s Partnership held on 20 
March 2018, it was agreed that the reporting mechanism to Local Committee would 
be either through the Area Manager’s Report or a stand-alone report where 
timescales and deadlines allowed. An amended Terms of Reference was attached 
at Appendix 3 of the report for agreement.  This was AGREED.  

The second meeting of the Partnership was held on 27 April and Local Committee 
was asked to approve a grant of £20,000 to Cumbria Youth Alliance towards the 
West Coast Bounce Back Resilience Project for Copeland.  Members AGREED this.

Community Development Team

The Community Development Team was working with colleagues in the Allerdale 
Community Development Team to establish a West Cumbria Food Partnership to 
bring together work around food insecurity based on the principles of the Feeding 
Britain local network pilots. 

The Team had supported an event in Carlisle to generate interest in the roll out of 
FareShare; 18 Community Food Members had expressed an interest which would 
be enough to sustain a collection point, providing more communities with access to 
quality surplus food.  

The Area Manager informed members that Maria Hewitt had been nominated for the 
Innovation and Improvement Team Award at the recent Excellence Awards for her 
work on FareShare.  The Area Manager was delighted to report that Maria won the 
award.  Members congratulated Maria and felt the award was well deserved.  They 
gave her a round of applause.

Library Update
 
Whitehaven Library launched its Autism Friendly Library offer on 12 May, following 
on from the pioneering work at Millom Library. Similar pop-up sensory resources to 
those in South Copeland had been provided, to offer a safe, stimulating environment 
for younger autistic users which could be made available during regular dedicated 
sessions or for booked activities.  These had been funded by Copeland Local 
Committee. 



Press coverage during April, regarding the proposed plans to develop the Archive 
site and encompass a wider range of services, caused a small level of concern with 
some of the Library and archives users.  Staff had been engaging with site visitors 
to discuss the proposed Hub development and what it may involve and the 
advantages it would offer.   

The Area Manager said some of the media coverage had led people to think the 
library service was closing or being condensed onto the existing Archives building 
footprint.  Others concerns were about access and expenditure.  In most cases, 
where staff had the opportunity to talk to customers and explain the correct 
situation, including what the proposals involved the public reaction has been very 
positive.

In Summer 2016 Ennerdale Book Drop moved into a new location at the Gather. It 
was hoped this would lead to increased usage.  Unfortunately levels of borrowing 
have continued to be very low, and make it questionable as to the merits of 
continuing to provide the service.  

Analysis of the fourteen individuals who had used the facility in the past year from, 
April 2017- April 2018, showed that all but four also accessed other library service 
points. As a result of the low levels of use the provision of a Book Drop at Ennerdale 
would cease as of 29 June 2018 and further work would be done to ensure that any 
vulnerable individuals within that four retained access to reading materials. 

Archive Update

Staff were currently preparing the detailed plans necessary to enable them to vacate 
the archive building ready for when the building work associated with the Hub 
development commenced at the end of this year.  This involved forward planning for 
ongoing community work during the time the Archive building would be closed, and 
making provision for continuing valuable volunteer projects.

On site construction would require the transfer of Whitehaven’s unique archival 
holdings to an alternative secure and specialist accommodation during the build.  
This material would not be available for public access during that period, of up to 12 
months and the public would be advised accordingly in advance of the closure 
period.

The Local Members for Bransty had concerns about the information being fed into 
the public domain about this project, as he was aware that there was some 
confusion about whether theses services were being closed.

The Area Manager said there was no intention of closing the services and significant 
investment in these was taking place with the development of the new Hub. Once 
established this service would be considerably better than the current ones, with all 
services in one place. 



The Local Member for Cleator Moor West congratulated staff in the Archives Team 
for work they had done to help someone researching a plane crash in Belgium.  The 
only chap injured in this plane crash had been a gentleman from Distington.  The 
information the Archives Team had managed to provide had resulted in a whole 
series of events taking place in Belgium this weekend to commemorate this. This 
was also the 100th anniversary year of the RAF being formed. Representative of all 
the families from the crash had been invited to attend the celebration day in 
Belgium. 

Public Health

A comprehensive report on public health issues was included in the report and the 
Area Manager highlighted the following for members:-

 Evidence suggested there was a demonstrable link that breast fed 
babies were more likely to have a healthy weight through their 
childhood. Public Health England (PHE) surveyed 1000 mothers of 
young children and findings revealed that in hindsight they wished they 
had been better prepared for breastfeeding. One of the key highlights 
was that 31% of mothers felt embarrassed about asking for help with 
breastfeeding from healthcare professionals. 

PHE’s Start4Life programme had created a 24/7 Breastfeeding Friend 
to encourage parents to ask for breastfeeding help if needed. 

 Dementia Action Week would take place between 21–25 May, the Mid 
Copeland Dementia Friendly Community Group would be hosting an 
Information & Drop in Event on Tuesday 22 May from 10.00 am – 4.00 
pm at The Windscale Club in Seascale.  This would also mark the 
Launch of this group.  

On Thursday 24 May from 4.00 – 8.00 pm at Gosforth Methodist Church Hall there 
would be a Drop in Event for local businesses Becoming ‘Dementia Friendly’ – the 
benefits to your business.

Throughout the week Copeland Libraries would be hosting coffee mornings 
promoting Dementia Action Week challenging all of us to take action, however 
small.

As a Dementia Friend Champion, a Community Development Officer would be 
running  Information Awareness  Sessions throughout the week and thereafter, 
these were available for individuals, community groups, staff and Members.

Millom Swimming Pool 

The Area Manager updated members on the latest situation in relation to Millom 
Swimming Pool.  The pool had been closed for health and safety reasons, and 
although many discussions had taken place with both the school and the County 
Council, it had proved to be impossible to broker a solution to this.  The pool was no 



longer fit for purpose and school had now requested that the swimming pool be 
demolished.  Members noted the update.  

Copeland Local Committee 

Members were aware that the new Council Plan had a vision to be ‘ A Council that 
worked with residents, businesses, communities and other organisations to deliver 
the best services possible within the available resources’.  

In order to work more closely with the Borough Council it was recommended that 
the current Terms of Reference for the Local Committee be amended in order to 
invite the elected Mayor and Deputy Mayor to sit on the Local Committee. This 
would enable cross organisational discussion to be progressed around services 
which were delivered by both Councils.  Members noted that the Borough Council 
representatives would not have voting rights.

It was further suggested that the Chair of the Copeland Association of Local 
Councils should also be invited to sit on the Local Committee under the same terms.

The Constitutional Review Group would be asked to consider the proposal, which 
would then go on to full Council for approval.

One of the members suggested that the invite should go to the Elected Mayor and 
the Deputy Mayor, and that this should be for an initial period of 1 year and then 
reviewed.

Another member suggested, due to the time this would take to go through the due 
diligence required, the arrangements should not be implemented until the next 
annual meeting of the Committee.  He proposed an amendment to the 
recommendation to reflect this.  This was proposed and seconded and then voted 
upon.  With 3 voting for, and 7 against the amendment fell.

Mr DE Southward asked that his opposition to the proposal be recorded.

Members were also of the opinion that a reciprocal arrangement should be in place, 
by which members of the Copeland Local Committee were invited to take part in 
Copeland Borough Council Executive Meetings.  

One of the members asked whether it would be possible to invite Copeland Borough 
Council Officers to also attend.  The Senior Democratic Services Officer said that 
membership of the Copeland Local Committee was only open to elected members.  
However, any Borough Council officers were welcome to attend to sit in the public 
gallery at any of the Local Committee meetings.  This was noted.
 
RESOLVED that, 

(1) Members note the budget summary outlined in Appendix 1of the report;



(2) Members approve the following recommendations from the Strategic 
Grants Panel, as detailed in paragraph 4.2 of the report:

i) An allocation of £9,500 to Howgill Gamily Centre to part fund a 
Volunteer and Participation Co-ordinator 

(3) Member agree the budget lines outlined, and the grant priorities referred 
to in paragraph 4.3 of the report;

(4) Members agree the amended Children & Young Person’s Partnership 
Terms of Reference outlined in Appendix 3 of the report;

(5) Members agree the grant recommendation outlined in paragraph 4.8, as 
follows:-

i) ££20,000 to Cumbria Youth Alliance towards the West Coast Bounce 
Back Resilience Project for Copeland

(6) Members agree to the request to change the Local Committee Terms of 
Reference to go to the next meeting of the Constitutional Review Group. 

11 NOMINATIONS - LA GOVERNORS OF NURSERY, PRIMARY AND 
SECONDARY SCHOOLS

RESOLVED that, subject to their agreement, the following go forward as 
nominations for LA Governors of nursery, primary and 
secondary schools:-

Bransty Primary School Mr S Telford
7 Caldbeck Rpad
Whitehaven
Cumbria
CA28 6XQ

Seascale Primary School Ms S Fawcett
Little Fold
Gosforth
Cumbria
CA20 1HW

Mayfield School Mr A Wonnacott
69 Bowthorn Road
Cleator Moor
Cumbria
CA25 5JT



12 CHAMPION UPDATES

Dementia Champion
The Dementia Champion and one of the Community Development officers updated 
members on current items of interest to the Local Committee.
 
Autism Champion
One of the Community Development officers updated members on current items of 
interest to the Local Committee, on behalf of the Autism Champion. 

Children’s Champion
The Children’s Champion updated members on current items of interest to the Local 
Committee.

Health Champion
The Health Champion updated members on current items of interest to the Local 
Committee.

13 VERBAL UPDATE FROM MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES/EXTERNAL 
COMMITTEES

CRASH Update
Mr P Turner provided an update on the rectnly held CRASH meeting.

Copeland Disability Forum
He also provided an update on the recent Copeland Disability Forum meeting.

Cumbria Community Foundation
Mr K Hitchen updated members on the proposed changes to the Chair at Cumbria 
Community Foundation.    

14 NUCLEAR ISSUES

The Cabinet Member for Nuclear Issues gave members a brief update.
   

15 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 17 July 2018 at Cleator Moor Civic Hall at 
10.15am

The meeting ended at 12.25 pm


